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SOLID WASTE AND EMERGENCY
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Date: July 31, 1995

Identification Number: ILD096731468
Site Name: NL Industries/Taracorp Lead Smelter
Region: 5

This notice is included in the Hazard Ranking System package
located within each Regional docket and the Headquarters docket to
clarify what the National Priorities Site, NL Industries/Taracorp
Lead Smelter, represents. This has been added to ensure that the
listing is consistent with policy.

When a site is listed, it is necessary to identify or define
the release (or releases) encompassed within the listing. The
approach generally used is to delineate a geographical area
(usually the area within the installation or plant boundaries) and
define the site by reference to that area. As a legal matter, the
site is not coextensive with that area, and the boundaries of the
installation or plant are not the "boundaries" of the site.
Rather, the site consists of all contaminated areas within the area
used to define the site, and any other 1location to which
contamination from that area has come to be located.

While geographic terms are often used to designate the site
(e.g., the "Jones Co. plant site") in terms of the property owned
by the particular party, the site properly understood is not
limited to that property (e.g., it may extend beyond the property
due to contaminant migration), and conversely may not occupy the
full extent of the property (e.g., where there are uncontaminated
parts of the identified property, they may not be, strictly
speaking, part of the "site"). The "site" is thus neither equal to
nor confined by the boundaries of any specific property that may
give the site its name, and the name itself should not be read to
imply that this site is coextensive with the entire area within the
property boundary of the facility or plant. The precise nature and
extent of the site are typically not known at the time of listing.
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